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hoard up money, sometimes from the Star
Chamber, sometimes, as in the case of Oxford,
from a fine imposed upon a culprit personally by
himself, and sometimes through the royal claims
on a capital charge. Henry had hoarded ; but
he had spent little. His own wants were never
lavish, and his nature was mean. He therefore
slowly gathered to himself the reputation' of a
miser, and he died leaving the country con-
siderably richer than he had found it. In order
to keep his nobles down, he had taxed them
heavily; and the diligence of his one-time
Chancellor, Cardinal Morton, had brought in a
harvest of riches. So, although he left England
at his death a minor country in the continent of
Europe, he left it organised and well fortified in
its own house ; and Foxe had been privy to the
miser's wealth.

Now the old bishop knew that a heavy task was
piling up before him. A young prince was coming
to the throne who, for other reasons besides that
of age, was not fitted to be king. For one thing,
he had only been heir to the throne for a short
while. His elder brother, Arthur, had died five
years before ; and the young Henry had not spent
the last part of his time since in preparing for the
throne. He was ftdl of good spirits, affable,
popular, and generous; and, what England
loves best of all, he was an athlete. He could
jump farther and shoot an arrow to better purpose
than anybody else3 and the earth-shaking power